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AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT OIL AND GAS DRILLING WHICH INVOLVE
HORIZONTAL DRILLING WITH FRACTURING WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
THE CITY OF CREEDMOOR AND ITS EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION

I. FINDINGS; PURPOSE; AUTHORITY.

A. Article 27 of Chapter 113 (hereafter referred to as “the article) of the General Statutes of the
State of North Carolina governs the drilling and exploration for gas and oil within the state.
The article, originally enacted in 1945, requires, among other things, the posting of a bond and
payment of a fee to the State Department of Environment and Natural Resources prior to
drilling. The article currently prohibits horizontal drilling and introduction via injection of
wastes to either the subsurface or groundwaters of the State by means of a well [as described in
NCGS §143-214.2(b)]. State rules currently in effect specifically prohibit use or operation of a
storage-related injection well, and the injection of fluids for oil and gas production.

Session Law 2011-276/House Bill 242, approved June 23, 2011, in NCGS §113-424, Section 4
states the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Consumer
Protection Division of the Department of Justice have been charged with conducting a thorough
study of the issue of oil and gas exploration in the State and the use of directional and horizontal
drilling and hydraulic fracturing for that purpose. The study’s findings shall be reported to the
Environmental Review Commission no later than May 1, 2012. Among the findings sought by
the study are identification of potential environmental impacts, economic impacts, and social
impacts in terms of potential contamination of nearby wells and groundwater, potential for
emission of toxic air pollutants, impacts on wildlife, and the potential for seismic activity in the
area in which the drilling may occur. Quality of life impacts, including loss of recreational
opportunities, commercial and residential development potential and the long term
environmental consequences of closed drilling sites are to be studied, as well. Special emphasis
will be placed on determining the oil and gas resources present in the Triassic Basins of the
state.

B. It has been found and determined that the horizontal drilling for gas and oil with fracturing or
“fracking” methodology in oil and gas drilling operations are activities that adversely impact the
environment, interfere with the rights of citizens in the enjoyment of their property, and have the
potential for adversely affecting the health, safety, and well-being of persons living and working
in and around areas where such horizontal drilling with fracturing drilling operations exist.
Accordingly, it is found that the horizontal drilling of oil and gas wells with fracturing in oil and
gas well operations if performed within the corporate limits of the City of Creedmoor, or within












